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Research Briefing
Creative Graduates – Creative Futures

A partnership of 26 higher education institutions providing practice-based first degree courses in art, design and media subjects has been formed with the support of the Council for Higher Education in Art and Design (CHEAD) and the University of the Arts, London. Together the partnership has commissioned the Institute for Employment Studies (IES) to undertake an important study to explore the early career paths of art, design and media graduates. The research is also supported by key bodies and stakeholders in the Creative Industries. 

Aim of the project 

In 1998 a seminal study ‘Destinations and Reflections’ was undertaken. This study worked with a range of higher education institutions to survey a large number of art and design graduates to explore graduate careers and investigate the myths surrounding art and design education. Now, ten years later, there is a need to update the picture of graduate careers and arts higher education and find out what really happens to graduates from art, design and media courses, how their careers are shaping up and the impact they have in the creative industries and beyond, how their HE experience has influenced and shaped their careers, and their plans for the future. 

This new study will focus on the experiences of graduates from 2001/02, 2002/03 and 2003/04 to examine the differences in these experiences over time and will compare to the career experiences of graduates ten years ago (captured in the Destinations and Reflections research). The new study will go beyond other destinations studies to focus specifically on art, design and media graduates, and to explore experiences more than six months after graduation, giving individuals time to make employment and career decisions and actions.

Methodology

The 26 partner institutions providing first degree and foundation degree courses in practice-based art, design and media subjects, with the support and guidance of IES, will survey in autumn 2008 their graduates from across three years: 2001/02, 2002/03 and 2003/04 – individuals who will have potentially been in the labour market for up to six years. These graduates will be sent a postal questionnaire covering experiences of HE and preparation for the labour market, current activities and location, and future aspirations. The aim is to contact between 23,000 and 25,000 graduates in order to achieve a body of data that will be representative of the graduate population and allow for analysis to focus down on issues facing graduates in their early careers, and the experiences of graduates from different disciplines and backgrounds. During 2009, graduates who are willing to support the research further will be invited to participate in a short email survey exploring issues around establishing oneself in a career and the challenges and facilitators in making the transition from HE, and engagement with and the importance of professional development and continued creative practice. A small number will also be invited to take part in in-depth interviews to further explore career pathways and strategies for success.

Timescale

The Project Team will work with partner institutions to launch the postal survey in autumn 2008, with follow-up email survey and interviews in spring and summer 2009.  Preliminary results will be available in spring 2009, and the main research report will be published in early 2010. 

Contacts

Project Director, University of the Arts, London: Linda Ball, l.ball@arts.ac.uk  020 7514 9322
Project Manager, Institute for Employment Studies: Emma Pollard, emma.pollard@employment-studies.co.uk  01273 873605

Institute for Employment Studies is an independent, apolitical, international centre of research and consultancy in employment policy and human resource management issues, and is a not-for-profit organisation

IES, Mantell Building, Falmer, Brighton, BN1 9RF.  T: 01273 686751  F: 01273 690430  www.employment-studies.co.uk

Participating HEIs

1. Bath Spa University

2. University of Bolton

3. The Arts Institute at Bournemouth

4. University for the Creative Arts 

5. Coventry University 

6. Duncan of Jordanstone College of Art and Design, Dundee University

7. Edinburgh College of Art 

8. Glasgow School of Art

9. University of Gloucestershire

10. University of Glyndwr

11. University of Hertfordshire

12. University of Huddersfield 

13. Leeds College of Art and Design

14. Liverpool John Moores University

15. University of the Arts London

· Camberwell College of Arts

· Central Saint Martins College of Art and Design

· Chelsea College of Art and Design

· London College of Communication

· London College of Fashion

· Wimbledon College of Art 

16. Loughborough University School of Art and Design

17. Manchester Metropolitan University

18. Middlesex University 

19. University of Northampton

20. Norwich University College of the Arts
21. Nottingham Trent University

22. Plymouth College of Art and Design 

23. University of Portsmouth

24. Swansea Metropolitan University

25. University of the West of England

26. York St John University
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